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Day is Birmingham/Gatcwag/]n Flight
f:19 todaﬂ from Birmingham to our gateway city for ourlqig]ﬂt to Saigon. Depcnding on oumqight we may leave a little after
midnight on Dag 2

Day 2:]n 1qig]1t/Ho C]’n Mirh Citg
UP on arrival at Tan Son Nl’lat airPort we are met and transferred to hotel for check in for
the next three nights. Arrival time will clePencl on our airline and ﬂight.

Day 3. Ho Cl‘n Mirh Citg

This morning we visit the Vietnam }—‘listorg Museum, covering Vietnam from Bronze Age Dong Son
culture (over 80 bronze Pieccs excavated since 1985 are exhibited here) to the present. Wc’” also visit the
Fine Art Museum and see the historical influence on toclag’s modern Vietnamese artists. | his afternoon
we visit the Cu Cl’n tunncls, the amazing 1abgrinth of tunnels used }35 the guerri”as during the war. We also
have the oPPortunity to witness how rice paper is made (nowadays not from rice). BLD)

Dag 4:Ho Cl‘n Minh Citg/Tag Ninh/ Ho Clﬂ Minh Citg
After breakfast at the hotel we travel to Tag Ninh, the birthplace of the um’que (Cao Dai re]igion, a fusion of Buddhism,
Confucianism, | aoism, Cl‘lristianitg, |slam and native
Vietnamese sPiritual beliefs. Ever}j dag at noon,
worshiPPers garbed in colorful robes flock to the (Cao Dai
Gireat Tcmplc to Participatc in the dailﬂ prayer sessions,

which we resPechCqu observe from the upper balconies.
Wc return to Ho CI"H Mll’ll"l Clty in the a)ctemoon where we focus on the colonial
aspects of Salgon, mcluclmg Rcunnclcatlon Falace, the Central Fost OF‘FICC and
Notre Damc Catheclral.

Day 5: Ho Chi Minh Citg/ Danang/ Hoi An
After breakfast we have a little free time before trans]ccrring to the airPor’c for ourlqigiﬁt to Danang, from where we travel }:79
road to [Joi An, our home for the next three nights‘ [Hoi Anis a 3
old port town, whose unique architecture has been formed over .
hundreds of years bg Chinese, Japanese, French and European
influences. Thcre’s a 400 year old Japancsc covered bric{gc, and
Phuc Kien Assemblg [Hall and Fhung Hung [Jouse are of

Par‘ticu]ar interest. | here’s a thriving art culture here, shown by the

numerous art ga”crics. T his afternoon we visit the Sa Huynh Cu|turc: Museum and the Museum of Historg and Culturc.
BLD)
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Day 6:Hoi An
Hoi An has many smaller Places of interest, and its culture and historg are deser\/ing of a close look. For this reason we
have left todag free to wander this city and discover our own treasures. [Joi An, and
especia”g the Olcl T own, with its (Chinese shophouscs, is very Pcdcstrian Fricnc“g,
as cars are not Permitted to enter the winc{ing lanes (sa(ﬂg the ubiquitous Asian
motorbikes are). While many shops are devoted to tourists, this is still an oPPortunity
to find worthwhile items for Purchase. We have left meals free todag, as with our

Vietnamese &im’ng over the last few clags we should have cnougl'l expcricnce to find a

small local Place in the unique atmosphere of OIc{ Town after dark. To helP us out

we will have an extra guic{e to assist with our wandering, and a central rendezvous for travel back to the hotel. B

Day 7: Hoi An/Danang/ Hue

After breakfast we transfer from [oi An to [Hue, stoPPing along the way at Danang to visit the (Cham Museum, an
clegant colonial building which now houses the finest collection of Cham sculpture in the world. After chccking in to our
hotel in Hue we visit the ]mperia] (itadel, a vast complex built in the early 19th century
and modeled after the [Forbidden Ci’cg of Fcking. The original walls stretched for 10
km and were surrounded by a wide moat. Today, most of the builclings have been
destroged due to bombing c{uring the Vietnam-American War, but the monuments that
remain Providc a Fascinating glimpse into the court life of the Nguycn Dgnastg. We
aPProaclﬁ the citadel past the striking ]:|ag Tower, an earlg ]9th C three-tiered

Pgramid, where now a giant Vietnamese Hag waves Prouc“g overl'leac!, to the Ngo Mon
Gate, the main entrance to the ]mPerial Enclosure. }“lere we enter into an area of sPacious courtyarcis and serene lotus
Ponc{s, then visit Dien Tlﬂo Kesiclencc (Pa]acc), where the Qpeen mother Iivcc!, visit Tl‘lai Hoa Fa|acc, the magnhcicentlg
decorated recePtion hall, the [Halls of the Mandarins, and see the original Nine Dynastic Urns, the largest urns in Vietnam
and sgmbolizing the sovereigntg of the clynastg. We ovemiglﬁt tonight in Hue. BL.D)

Day 8: Hue /Hanoi
After breakfast we once again have a little free time to catch up on Postcarc{s or other
necessities until we transfer to the airPort for our Hight to Hanoi, where we check in to our

l’lo’ceL where we stay for four niglﬂts. Tl’lis evening we cn_jog a traditional Water FUPPet
Show at the Thang Long theater. BLD)

Day 9: Hanoi

This morning we visit the TemP|e of | iterature, the first university of Vietnam, where

Just opposite the Fine Art Museum exhibits aPProximatelg 10.000 art works in 16
showrooms, ranging from Primitive | ras, [Feudalism (1 1th-18th centuries), modern fine
art to folk Printing‘ Tl’]is afternoon we visit Tl’ic Hanoi Hfstorg Museum, is housed in an
elegant building from the 193%0s which used to be the museum of the Ecole [rancaise
d'F xtreme Orient; and include exhibits sParmfng the entirety of Vietnam’s historg
includir\g Prchistorg, Proto~\/ictnamcsc civilizations, the Dong Son culture, the Oc~[_:_o
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culture and the K hmer Kingdoms. The Museum of E_’cl'mologg }Drings to life the astonishing
ethnic divcrsitg in Vietnam, with art and artifacts from the 54 different ethnic groups that inhabit
the country. Jnside the museum are detailed descriptions of minority groups, with examples of
their traditional clotlﬂing and way of life. QOutside are faithful reconstructions of traditional
|ong}10uses, cemeteries and other distinctive ethnic builclings. BRL.D)

Day 10: Hanoi

This morning we visit the Ngoc Son Temple on [Joan Kiem | ake and the Van Phuc silk mai(ing vi”age. After lunch we
: travel to Quat Dong, a vi”agc about 20 km from [Tanoi which sPccializes in cmbroidcring. This

vi“age is famous due to many Jnternational |~ xhibitions slﬁowing its excellent work. T he scenes of

vi”agers t]'xrouglﬁ openings to the home courtyards are reminiscent of much older vi”ages

throughout the world. The embroiderers can make embroidery coPies of any image, and

Participants may be interested in taking a favorite Pl’lo’co or Piecc of artwork to have transformed

into a unique souvenir. BLD)

Day 11: Hanoi

After breakfast at our hotel the rest of toc]ag is free for several organized oPtions, with some
Participants cxpectcd to return for |ongc:r scjoums at Prcviouslg visited Places, such as the silk
or embroic‘crg vi”age, or for activities of Persona] interest, such as a clag triP to scenic [Ja

Long Bag. While some of toc{ag’s activities will be arrangccl for you in advance, our guidc and

rePresentativcs in }ﬂanoi will be available helP organize any additional activities. BRD)

Day 12: Hanoi/ |n Fligl‘lt
Sacug we say farewell to this Frienc”g and sPecial Place, and transfer back to the airport for our High’c back to the S,
taking with us many memories, both in our minds and in our bags, of Vietnam. BM)

Day 1%:]n ]:|ight/ Gatewag/ Home City
We arrive back in our gateway city toclag, pass through customs and immigration, then board ourﬂigl’]t for Birmingham. B

(B: Breakfast; [ - [ unch; D: Dinner; M: Meal* Jn [//g/ﬂ.‘ meal)
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THE TEMPLES OF ANGKOR

FE XTENSION

Dag I: Hanoi/Sicm RcaP

]:19 from Hanon this mornmg to Slem Reap, Cambodla Agter c|earmg the formalities of visa on arrlval lmmlgratlon and

AR

customs we are transfer to our hotel and check in. Wc have a little time to clean up, then lunch
dePendmg on ﬁlght time. Tl’ns afternoon we visit the Jungle covered temple of Ta Frohm, an
incredible sight There are enormous Fig trees and gigantic creepers which embrace the stone
foundations of the structure giving the imPression of man's creation being reclaimed b}j the Powerpul
forces of nature. |f time Pcrmits, we will also cxP|or<: the surrounded tcmplcs. We crjoy a tgPica|

Cambodian dinner tonig]ﬁt, welcoming us to the K hmer Kingdom. a4.D)

Day 2: Siem RcaP
Axctcr breakfast we spcr\cl a full da3 exPlormg the wondrous ancient ruins with the South Gatc of Angkor Tlﬁom which is
famous for its series of colossal human faces carved in stone, the i impressive Eagon
Tcmple, the Rogal E_nclosurc, Fhlmeanakas, the o
Elephant Tcrrace, the Terrace of the LePer King
and the largcst as well as the most complctc temPIc of
Angkor Wat. T his architectural masterPiece was

constructed in the 12th centur3 and covers an area of

about 210 hectares. Wc stroll around this massive

edifice, seeing the many ga”eries with columns, libraries, Pavilions, courtgards and

Ponds full of water rquccting the towering tcmPIc. BLD)
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Day 3: Siem Rcap/ Jn Flight

We head further out of town bg travc|ing ona ncwly Pavcd road to the intricatclﬂ carved and

well preserved temple of Bantea Srei‘ Alon the way we =
P P y gtheway v pay

make s’copovcr at the Frcah Dar!( vi”agc and we follow
these with a visit the Banteag Samre Templc adorned
with imPressive reliefs dePicting scenes of Vishnu as well
as Krishna 1cgcnds. After lunch we visit the Hoating
vi”age of Choueng K neas, where you can find schools,
restaurants, hospitab and much more on the great lake of Tonlc sap. Wc return to Sicm

KeaP where we have several hotel rooms available to clean up before our late evening Hight

home. T!‘xis cvning we erjog a farewell dinner, then transfer to the afrPort for our ﬂigh’c home.
BLD

Day 4:]n Flight/us Gatcwag/Birmingham
We arrive back in our gateway city today, then transfer to our}cliglﬂt to Birminglﬂam. B
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